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ing-houses.338   The doors and windows are provided with glass.839
The people pay ten gold coins tax per head per annum as a maximum,840 but a difference is made between the rich and the poor.
On the 8th of the third month (April i) Otfang Te arrived at the city of Stin-sz-kaii?*1 which is very large and populous. Just at that time a great many flowers were in bloom. Among the plants of that country, only the mo li hua (Jasminum sambac), the tsiang wei (a rose), and the mei Jcui (also a rose) are the same as in China. There are numerous other flowers, the names of which cannot be recollected. West of the city (of Samarkand) the people cultivate vines, the common rice, and wheat, which is sown in autumn (winter-wheat).
The country produces many medicinal plants, all unknown in China, and very efficacious in curing diseases. There is the a~rh-dji> which resembles the leu shcn (a leguminous plant, Sopliora, angusfofolia in Japan), and cures the ulcers of horses. It is also useful in cases of wounds and in the prevention of miscarriage, Taking a do^e the size of a bean and swallowing it, the patient will recover. The a-si-rh resembles the ti ku pi (cortexradicis Lycii], and is useful in cases of retained placenta. It is also employed in wounds inflicted by sharp weapons when the pus is not discharged. Take this medicine, masticate and rub it into the wound, when suppuration will appear. The nu-ko-$arrh resembles the kie keng (Platycodon gran-diflorum), and cures wounds inflicted by sharp weapons, also rupture of the bowels and of the tendons. By rubbing this medicine, after it has been masticated, into the
a38 The traveller means probably caravansaries.
889 The Chinese uever use glass for their windows, but paper, in the north especially.
840 Bawhidreports (d'Ohsson, iii. 127): "Manga Khan in 1251 ordered, regarding the taxes in Persia, that from the poorest one dinar (a gold piece) had to be collected, and from the richest ten dinars."
811 Samarkand.   See note 195.